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2 The K
inder H

ouston A
rea S

urvey (1982-2017)

Thirty-six years of system
atic interview

s w
ith successive representative 

sam
ples of H

arris C
ounty residents, focused on three central issues:
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ic eras (1949 to 1979 
and 1980 to 2015)

•
The 30 years after W

orld 
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broad-based prosperity.

•
The past 36 years have 
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5 The fates of all eighth graders in the H
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region through their next 11 years (2004-2015)
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“To be successful in today’s w
orld, is it necessary to get an education beyond high school, 

or are there m
any w

ays to succeed w
ith no m

ore than a high school diplom
a?”
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The dem
ographic changes in H
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The ethnic distribution across H
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The dem
ographics of the 8 m

ost diverse 
large m

etro areas in A
m

erica (C
ensus, 2010)

Source: U
.S. C

ensus 2010.
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The current population of H
arris C

ounty by 
age group and ethnicity (A

C
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The current population of the U
nited S
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A
ttitudes tow

ard im
m

igration am
ong H

arris 
C

ounty residents
(2010-2017)
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“Im
m

igrants to the U
.S

. 
generally contribute m

ore 
to the A

m
erican econom

y 
than they take.”

“The U
.S

. should adm
it the 

sam
e num

ber or m
ore legal 

im
m

igrants in the next ten 
years as w

ere adm
itted in 

the last ten years.”

Favor: “G
ranting illegal 

im
m

igrants in the U
.S

. a 
path to legal citizenship, if 
they speak E

nglish and 
have no crim

inal record.”

“The increasing im
m

igration 
into this country today m

ostly 
strengthens, rather than 
threatens, A

m
erican culture.” 
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m
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the A

m
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y than 
they take.”
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. should adm
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e num

ber or m
ore legal 

im
m

igrants in the next ten 
years as in the last ten years.”

“The increasing im
m

igration 
into this country today m

ostly 
strengthens, rather than 
threatens, A

m
erican culture.” 
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alkable urbanism
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ong H
arris C

ounty residents (2011-2017)
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The three largest counties in the
nine-county m

etropolitan area

Source: Am
erican C

om
m

unity Survey 2015 Five-Year Estim
ates. 

U
.S. C

ensus B
ureau.
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thnicity and education in H
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largest counties (A

C
S

, 2011-2015)
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ounty differences in political party affiliation 

(2014-2017)

S
ource: K

inder H
ouston A

rea S
urvey (2014-2017)

30

46
40

28

33
41

53

22
18

19

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

H
arris

Fort B
end

M
ontgom

ery

Indep/O
ther/D

on't know

R
epublican

D
em

ocrat



31

B
eliefs about im

m
igration and ethnic 

diversity in the three counties (2014-2017)
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H
ouston needs to develop into 

a truly successful m
ultiethnic 

society, one w
ith equality of 

opportunity for all com
m

unities, 

w
here all are encouraged to 

participate as full partners in 

shaping the region’s future.

Today’s pro-grow
th agenda

The H
ouston region needs to 

nurture a far m
ore educated 

w
orkforce and develop the 

research centers that w
ill fuel 

the new
 econom

y.

The H
ouston region needs to 

grow
 into a m

uch m
ore 

appealing urban destination, 

w
hile accom

m
odating an 

expected 3.5 m
illion additional 

residents in the next 20 years.
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